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THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
Would You Like a Buttonhole? ... 
THE only radio station in the United States sending out buttonholes-this, 
believes ''Andy'' Woolfries, local 
radio announcer, is the distinction of 
WOI, the broadcasting station of Iowa 
State College. 
The buttonholes are sent out on no 
small scale, either . Since Miss Marie 
Stephens of the 'l'extiles and Clothing 
Department offered in a talk on the 
Homemakers' Half-Hour over WOI to 
send cordecl buttonholes to all requesting 
them, 226 have been mailed, according 
to Mrs. Zenobia B. Ness, director of this 
program, which is broadcast five days a 
week at 10 a. m. Miss Stephens' p1·omise 
was made during her talk on ''What 
Makes Your Dress Look Homemade and 
What Makes It Look Professional.'' Two 
hundred and thirty requests have been 
received for copies of this talk, and r e-
quests for buttonholes are still coming in. 
By Regina Kildee 
dred miniatm e pictures were sent ou t in 
connection with this series of talks. 
Copies of Miss Kitt 's talk, "Christmas 
Joy as Expressed Through W mppings,'' 
were requested by 256 people. 
Almost everyone is interested in good 
things to eat, and WOI 's radio audience 
is evidently no exception. '' Use Iowa 
Honey and Keep Sweet," by Dr. P. 
Mabel Nelson, head of the Foods and 
Nutrition Department, was sent out 2,440 
times, and her talks on ''Grapes in a 
Dozen Ways, '' ''Use Lard as a House-
hold Fat,'' and ''Cranberry Season Is 
H ere Again'' were much in demand. 
Twelve hundred copies of Miss Ida 
Shilling's plans for 'fhanksgiving dinner 
and 1,419 of her ''Christmas Dinner'' 
were sent out. "Int roducing Yom· Own 
Apples,'' by Mrs. Alma R. Plagge, and 
a compilation of recipes for Christmas 
7 
sweets were very popular. Many people 
wanted copies, also, of the talk by Miss 
Louise L 'Engle, ''Cracked Wheat Cracks 
the Depression.'' 
After Miss Dorothy Parker of the 
Memorial Union Food Service talked on 
''Planning for Community Suppers,'' 
1,080 copies of her talk were sent out. 
''Cooperative Dormitory Living at Iowa 
State College'' and ''Twelfth Night 
Party,'' by Miss Fern Gleiser, head of 
the Institutional Management Depart -
wer<l very popular addresses, as was 
"Uses of Home Canned Vegetables, " by 
Miss Lenore Sullivan of the same de-
partment. 
M RS. ALMA H. J01 ES, extension 
specialist in child development, in-
tei·ested a great many people with a 
series of three talks: ''Toys and Gifts 
That Children Can Make for Christ-
mas,'' ''Home-Made Blocks,'' and 
''Dolls to Make.'' In response to re-
quests, 1,989 sheets of toy patterns were 
sent out. Many were interested in ob-
( Oontinuerl on page 14 ) 
Copies of individual talks or series of 
talks that have been given during the 
Homemakers' Half-Hour a1·e sent with-
out charge to all r equesting them, accord-
ing to Mrs. Ness. In addition to the 
thousands that have been sent to indi-
viduals, copies of talks have been given 
Better Iowa, college news service for 
weekly papers, the Homemaker, the 
Associated Press, Extension Service, mlCl 
several women's club and parent-teacher 
associations. 
If It's Good It Will Sell • • • 
In October a new radio service to home 
economics teachers was inaugurated; by 
this a rrangement all teachers who so de-
sire are put on a permanent mailing list 
to receive all radio material. 'fhe charge 
for this service is $1.50 for the year. 
Evidently middlewestern women have 
a keen interest in clothing. After Miss 
Helen Putnam, extension specialist in 
clothing, gave her talk on ''Your Old 
Dress Goes on a New Venture," 225 re-
quests for copies of the talk were filled . 
Other clothing talks which have been 
very popular with the radio audience are 
Miss Stephens' ''When Does Yom Dress 
Fit ~ '' and ''Some Economies in Dress,'' 
by Miss Katherine T. Cranor of the Tex-
tiles and Clothing Department. 
GREAT interest in art appreciation 
has been shown by Homemakers' 
Half-Hour fans. Fifty-four hundred 
copies of talks in the art appreciation 
series given by members of the Applied 
Art Department have been sent out. 
Talks in this series were made by the 
following faculty members: Miss Joanne 
M. Hansen, head of the department; Mrs. 
Zenobia B. Ness, and the Misses Anna 
Henderson, Edna 0 'Bryan, Alice Waugh, 
Emma Kitt, Mabel Fisher, Mabel Rus-
sell and Marion Lepley. Forty-five hun-
" I DON'T believe the old one a bout 
'I can't sell! Editms won't buy! ' 
If your stuff is good, it'll sell. If 
it isn't good, make it so. If you can't 
figure out why it isn't good, get some-
one to tell you, even if you have to pay 
something for the criticism. '' 
So says Margaret Marnette, graduate 
of Iowa State College, who is now assist-
ing in the cafeteria of the Roosevelt High 
School in Des Moines and doing free 
lance writing on the side. 
And Margaret ought to know. Even 
the dep1·ession hasn't closecl the markets 
for her. She has just sold two stories to 
the New York News and one to Illus-
trated Love. 
''I do think t hat 99 percent of the 
ability to write comes from writing,'' 
Margm·et says further. ''If a girl has 
a r easonable amount of common sense, 
if she has a pretty fair ego and some 
education, and a rattlin' good imagina-
tion she can write anything.'' 
Margaret Marnette began her free 
lancing career while she was still in high 
school. For each printed 'squib' in a 
newspaper column, Margaret received 25 
cents. It wasn't long until the quarters 
had piled up and she had eam ed her first 
ten dollars in the free lancing field. 
THEN Margaret came to Iowa State College. Although handicapped by 
hearing lost entirely after having ''flu'' 
in the seventh grade, she was given spe-
cial permission by the dean of women to 
report on the Iowa State Student. 
By Hazel Beck 
''I got a big thrill,'' Margaret said, 
''when, as a two-day old freshman, I at-
tended the 'staff' luncheon. I took news 
gathering and was t he only freshman in 
the class, composed chiefly of junioTs a11cl 
senioTs. '' 
l<'or three years she was editor of the 
Bally Rot column, was on the Student's 
editorial board two years, dabbled in 
featuTes, society, general news, adver tis-
ing, and '' even took a whack at sports 
This is the fiTst of 
a sm·ies of stor·ies 
about vocations ancl 
I ow a State gmcluates 
s1wcessf1tl in their vo-
cations, ancl is spon-
sorecl by M o 1" ta r 
Boa1·cl, hono1·m·y [01· 
senio1· women. 
Margaret 
Marnette 
when the editor left t own on Sigma Delta 
Chi convention business.'' 
She was assistant editor of the Green 
Gander two years, feature editor of the 
Bomb one year and on the staff three 
years, and on the Homemaker staff sev-
eral years. 
Margaret even contributed to the Ag-
riculturist. ''One time the editor of the 
Agriculturist wanted a. poem for his front 
page. I wrote one about Spring. He 
published two verses in the Apl"il issue 
(Gontinun! on )Jllf!e 18) 
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What to Serve Skaters . • • 
By Gertrude Hendriks 
W INTEH and snow bring an occa-sional bob party, and crisp cold 
nights sec Lake La Verne sprin-
kled with skaters, cutting fancy figures 
on the ice. Getting warmed up after the 
skating party is almost as much fun as 
the sport itself, especially when this 
warming up is accompanied by some-
thing hot to warm the ''innards.'' 
Of comse there's the age old standby 
-oyster stew. But how about something 
different for a change~ If you a1·e 011e 
who holds the belief that only liquids 
will really warm one, then try hot Bo· 
hemian tea (which is really only tea with 
spices and fruit juice aclclecl) and serve 
it with tomato-cheese sandwiches. Or you 
might serve tomato or chicken bouillon 
with the toasted sandwiches. 
Imagine reacli11g fortunes in browned 
marshmallows that have become'' gooey'' 
and taken to mysterious shapes atop hot 
gingerbread! With this goes cof1'ee, 01· 
if you are dubious about coffee and its 
effects, substitute hot, spiced g1·ape juice 
concocted this Viola Bell way fo1· 10 
servings: 
quart grape 
juice 
1Y2 c. water 
1 tsp. whole 
cloves 
l4 c. 
2 in. stick cin-.. 
namon 
Y2 tsp. black tea 
Y, tsp. green tea 
7i c. orange juice 
lemon juice 
Dilute the grape juice with the water. 
Add spices tied in a small hag, and l10at 
just to the boiling point. R.emove from 
fire, add tea infusion (using 14 cup boil· 
ing water) and fruit juice. Remove spice 
bags and serve. 
Miss Louise L 'Engle of the Foods and 
Nutrition Department suggests that for 
a thick, creamy hot chocolate one might 
add to the chocolate mixtme in a double 
boiler a teaspoon of marshmallow clip for 
each cup of chocolate. Douglmuts, spice 
cakes, or oatmeal cooldes are tasty ac-
companiments. But if there is a fire-
place, by all means toast marshmallows 
until they '1·e soft and then sandwich 
them between saltines or vanilla wafers. 
After the coasting or skating party is 
once when it i s really appropriate to 
servo hot mincemeat pie. With this goes 
hot spiced cider. To prepare t he cider, 
leave a spice bag in the hot cider tmtil 
just before serving. 
And then there are eggs ! Have you 
ever tried frying them in butter fo r hot 
sandwiches and t hen giving them an even 
hotter flavor by adding musta rd ~ H t>rc ' s 
something different, and oh, so good! 
Serve eggs poached in undiluted tomato 
soup, on toast. And don't f01·get the 
crisp bacon that just natmally goes with 
eggs. 
Off for a 
Long Downhill 
Slide 
Recalling dreams would be Teal fun 
over ''cheese dreams.'' And the ideal 
time to do it would be while the whole 
party is gathered '1·oun cl t he frying pan 
watchi11g a triple deck concoction-
bread, cheese and bTeacl- brownh1g in 
butter! 
If there 1·emain any in t he paTty who 
aren't yet warm after munching any of 
these foods around a crackling fire, th CTI 
it must be time to call it a nigh t and dis-
band. 
If It's Good 
(Continued j1'om page 7) 
ancl the last in the May issue. Sometime 
he 'll be foTgiven for that-maybe." 
Margm·et eamed her diploma fee by 
winning the 1929 May Fete contest with 
a little sketch she had w1·itten called 
'' 'l'he Feast of St. Louis.'' She also 
helped wTite the Hec Voclvil that year. 
Since heT graduation from Iowa State 
in 1930, the proof of Margaret's free 
lancing success lies in the large list of 
return checks for heT manuscripts. She 
has sold a story to Robert D. Andrews, 
Chicago Daily News; a stoTy to Marion 
Lundy, New York News; poetTy to Mir-
aculous Medal, Volta Review, Des Moines 
T1·ibune, and Iowa Hawkeye; six (three 
more scheduled) a1·ticles to Vocational 
'l'eacher; home economics articles to Wal· 
lace's Farmer; weekly aTticles since 
April 1, 1930, to Iowa Daily Press News· 
papers, called ''At Our Home,'' by Aunt 
Margaret ' '- special household hin ts; and 
twenty-five g reeting card verses. 
" y ou ca.n leam to write just as you 
can learn French or ahem or any-
thing else,'' says Margaret. ''The only 
snag is that you must keep at it lots 
longer and much more diligently. But 
I'm beginning to think it is going to be 
worth it! 
"For the beginner, I think that tying 
up with a good agent is the thing to do. 
'' 'l'he girl who starts writing in college 
will not find it so ha1·cl to get in the right 
places when she decides to sh·ikG out 
afterwards. Journalism professors are 
glad to help students who want to write. 
And the wealth of material at hand 
should be encouraging. '' 
Who could not select 
the proper box of 
candy from our lines 
Whitman's 
Mrs. Stover's 
Ann Howard 
You are sure to find what you 
want at our candy counter. 
CAMPUS 
DRUG CO. 
Lincoln Way and Welch 
STEPHEN~ON 'S 
offer complete 
assortment of 
SPRING 
FABRICS 
See them now while 
they are fresh and 
new. 
• 
STEPHENSON'S 
OPPOSITE CAMPUS 
13 
